Dennis Michael Sesonsky Sr.
December 23, 1948 - July 21, 2014

Heaven just got a little LOUDER. Dennis Michael Sesonsky Sr. passed away on Monday,
July 21, 2014 at the age of 65 after a long battle with cirrhosis of the liver.
A proud lifelong resident of the Mahoning Valley, Dennis was born in Youngstown on
December 23, 1948 as the only child to Michael and Sophie (Kutlick) Sesonsky.
He was a 1965 graduate of Chaney High School where he played golf; an interest he
acquired as a youth and enjoyed throughout his entire life. He could often be found on the
golf course with his friends who contest he was one of the best golfers they know. In
addition to playing golf, Dennis loved to fish. For him, it wasn’t so much the catch as the
serenity of the process. Later in his life, he enjoyed watching his favorite TV programs
(Family Guy, The Simpsons, Let’s Make a Deal, and The Price is Right) from his comfy
recliner and keeping in contact daily with his closest friends.
He retired from General Motors in 2011 after 34 years of service. As a GM employee, he
worked on the line in the trim department of the truck plant and then as an alternate
committee man for the UAW 1112. He spent eleven years serving as a UAW
representative for the Transitional Work Center (TWC) with his dear friend, Tommy Davis.
He then finished his career in the final process department.
Dennis is best known for his contributions to the Youngstown music scene. He began his
music career at age 16 with the Pied Pipers, convinced he could do what Elvis did, but
better. His wide vocal range on-stage persona made him a hot commodity among local
bands. He spent a short time with the band Citation before hitting the club scene with Holy
Mackerel and then in 1971, he finally found his calling as the front man of LEFT END.
He led Left End through the production of 3 Albums (Spoiled Rotten 1973, Ridin' Again
1980, Live, Living and Breathing 1989) and numerous singles (Sunshine Girl, Bad Talking
Lady, Molly Brown, End of my Rope, and Cyclone Rider just to name a few)
It was his unparalleled creativity that mesmerized audiences. Whether fans were waiting
to see his elaborate changes, his unpredictable stage antics, or to meet Dennis’s newest
creation, he was always pushing the limits to maintain the audience’s undivided attention.
In 1973 Dennis created his alter ego “Dennis T Menass” a dark, charismatic Wildman who
led crowds of thousands to a world of Rock-n-Roll filled with hell raising and chaos.
“Menass” relentlessly urged concert goers to walk-the-walk of true 70’s Rock-n-Rollers.

In 1989, at the live recording of “Live, Living and Breathing” at the Park Inn in Austintown,
Dennis coined the endearing term “Hog Head” as the word of the night, a term that ended
up inspiring lyrics to a song and will be remembered for ever by Left End fans.
His powerful vocals, outrageous stage presence and original lyrics combined to create his
reputation as an entertainer extraordinaire. He lived up to his character bringing energy to
the band that only he could provide. He kept fans begging for more for over 30 years
always prompting the audience to let him know, “Are there any rockin rollers out there
tonight?”
As a member of Left End, Dennis shared the stage with a number of great musicians
including: The Eagles, Fog Hat, Cheap Trick, J. Geils Band, The Parliament, The New
York Dolls, Alice Cooper, Uriah Heep, Ted Nugent, Eddie Money, Bachman Turner
Overdrive and ZZ Top. Left End’s success earned them features in Rolling Stone,
Billboard and other national magazines, as well as a spot in the Rock-n-Roll Hall of
Fame’s Ohio musicians exhibit.
Contrary to the reputation that Dennis T Menass made for himself as a badass who
radiated confidence and carved his own path, Dennis Michael Sesonsky was a loving,
generous man who was dedicated to his family and friends. A man of great faith, he
enjoyed the simple things in life, and always found the good in people. “Rock on Brother!”
Dennis is survived by his wife Darla (Miller) Giancola; his children Tasha (James) Stanton
of Kent, Tara C. Sesonsky of Dallas, Texas, Dennis Michael Sesonsky Jr. of Poland;
grandchildren Kalie Stanton, Mackenzie Stanton, Nathan Stanton; and step-son Jonathan
Giancola of Niles.
Calling hours will be Friday, July 25, 2014 from 4 to 8 pm at the Holeton-Yuhasz Funeral
Home, Niles. Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday, July 26, 2014 at 10:00 am at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church. Rev. John-Michael Lavelle will be the celebrant. Prior to the
church service Saturday there will be a prayer service at 9:15 am at the funeral home by
Pastor George E. Miller Jr. (brother-in-law) Burial will be in Kerr Cemetery.
The family requests that donations be made to Hospice of the Valley 5190 Market Street,
Youngstown, Ohio 44512 in lieu of flowers.
Visit www.holetonyuhasz.com to view this tribute and send condolences.
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Comments

“

Dennis was a brilliant, creative force who never got the attention, or the credit he was
due for being a pioneer in the evolving rock music scene. He was so far ahead of his
time and so many top, international rock acts copied his persona and schtick. I hope
his family and friends find comfort in knowing this and I'm sorry that he and Left End
never rose to the top of the rock and roll scene as they should have. It's really every
else's loss, we were so lucky to be in northeast Ohio during the seventies to be a
part of it. I bet he's rocking with the top guys upstairs right now. RIP Dennis and
deepest sympathy to his family and friends for their loss!

Dino Vince - March 22, 2015 at 12:53 PM

“

My wife and I had the fortunate opportunity to see Dennis perform one of the last
gigs Left End did the first go around....it was winter 1985 I believe......at the Cow
Shed in Conneaut Lake, Pa. He was nothing short of amazing. Want rock and roll
you rock and rollers??? Oh yeah....Dennis ALWAYS delivered!!!!
RIP Dennis.

Kevin Koket - February 22, 2015 at 01:05 PM

“

I will never forget going to the Apartment in Y-town on school nights, mid-week, to
hear Left End play. Always came home a bit too late and got in trouble for it, but how
I loved hearing Dennis sing. Left End was a big part of my high school and college
years. RIP Dennis. Germaine Santon

Germaine Santon - July 26, 2014 at 01:40 PM

“

Prayers to all who knew this amazing man, he touched so many lives. He is a rock n'
roll legend. We would take road trips to see Left End in the 70's most everywhere
they played and were the Front Row Gang from CLE. Those were amazing times in
the music scene and I am privileged to have shared them with Left End , sound crew
and other rock n' roll fans. If there is a rock n' roll heaven I can't wait!

The Front Row Gang - July 26, 2014 at 08:36 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to the entire family. Dennis will be missed. Rest in peace. Mr. and
Mrs. Arnold Timlin

arnold timlin - July 25, 2014 at 09:27 PM

“

To the entire family sorry for your loss. If you grew up in Youngstown during the 70's
Dennis and Left End were part of your life. He like many artists will live on in so many
hearts and minds through his music!
Frank Szabo

Frank Szabo - July 25, 2014 at 05:19 PM

“

I have known Dennis since the late 60's.
He played and sang and everyone enjoyed his talent.
He will be missed, but the memories will last a very long time.
It was great to have known him.
I was lucky.

thomas skovira - July 25, 2014 at 04:44 PM

“

My condolences to Dennis' family which I know includes the members of Left End.
Saw Left End in 74 @ Idora Park. They were headlining an outdoor concert. There
was one guy who was up in a tree overlooking the stage who was not responding,
and Dennis called him out in the middle of a song(cant remember what song) and
said.."I hope you break your neck" and the guy started clapping immediately All part
of Dennis' well crafted stage persona truly terrifying! I loved it! Rest well Dennis &
thanks for all of the great music and fun times. With sympathy and deep
respect..Mike Kinney

Mike Kinney - July 25, 2014 at 04:12 PM

“

very sorry to hear of your passing dennis.i am your cousin we were never very
cloose to each other.
i met your wife at walmart about a year ago,she called you on her phone and i talked
to you. that was the only time and last time.
rest in pease may god bless your wife and family.
robert michael sesonsky

robert michael sesonsky - July 25, 2014 at 02:04 PM

“

George J Glaros, Jr. purchased the Blooming Garden Basket for the family of Dennis
Michael Sesonsky Sr..

George J Glaros, Jr. - July 25, 2014 at 01:59 PM

“

I'm very sorry for your loss. I had the pleasure of working with Dennis at our local
1112. He always had a smile on his face. A very nice person and a kind soul who will
be missed by all those who knew him.

Gladys Kissinger - July 25, 2014 at 12:09 PM

“

Gladys Kissinger purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Dennis
Michael Sesonsky Sr..

Gladys Kissinger - July 25, 2014 at 12:01 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to the family and friends. As a teenager that sneaked into the
Youngstown Agora around 1979-80 with a fake ID I was completely blown away by
Left End and Dennis' vocals and on-stage presence. He was truly great at his craft
and I am very sorry to hear of his passing.

Fred Smith - July 25, 2014 at 08:48 AM

“

AS A YOUNG FAN I WOULD GO IN SEE DENNIS AS MUCH AS I COULD . I WILL
NEVER FOGET HIS LARGER THAN LIFE TALENTED CHARACTER HE
PRESENTED TO HIS FANS . HIS INCREDIBLE TALENT SPEAKS FOR ITSELF .
DENNIS T . STAGE NAME WAS QUITE DIFFERENT THAN THE REAL DENNIS .

YOU SEE DENNIS WAS KIND , CARING , SENSITIVE AND LOYAL . A TRUE FRD.
THATS HOW I KNEW HIM AND HOW I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER HIM . THANK
YOU FOR SO MANY MEMORIES DENNIS , IT WAS SUCH A HONOR HAVING
YOU IN MY LIFE AS ONE OF MY BEST FRDS. , ENJOY THE PEACE AND THE
GLORY MY FRD. , I AM SURE GOING TO MISS YOU BUDDY . . " REST N PEACE
" , LOVE YA DENNIS ! MY DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO DARLA HIS WIFE ( MY
BEST FRD. ) ALL THE FAMILY , FRIENDS AND LEFT-END BAND MEMBERS
LISA FLUHARTY - July 25, 2014 at 07:49 AM

“

Had many great times with Dennis at the plant, at gigs, and afterwards! Gonna miss
you buddy! Thinking of your family at this difficult time.
Larry Steiner

Larry Steiner - July 25, 2014 at 07:21 AM

“

I was a devoted fan of Left End from the first time I saw them back in the 1970's. I
used to come to the shows dressed as Denise T. Menass. Dennis got a chuckle out
of this crazy teenage girl dressed as his female counterpart. Jane Scott even did a
little story about it in the Plain Dealer. He was always so nice and such a gentleman
to me and my friends. He was a powerful presence on the stage with tremendous
vocals. The songs, the show... So many, many nights of pure joy he brought us! Rest
In Peace, Dennis.The heavens are rocking much harder from here on in.

Nora Jones Daycak - July 24, 2014 at 07:36 PM

“

RIP Dennis we will never forget you heros are always remembered but legends
never die God bless your family Shawn and robin trifero

shawn and robin trifero - July 24, 2014 at 03:42 PM

“

1974 at Idora park, I was 13, Left End was the First Live Rock and Roll band I ever
saw!!! I have been a huge fan since that day!!! RIP Dennis T. Menass... A true Rock
and Roll Legend, and a Good Man, My condolences go out to his Family. He will be
Sorely Missed...

Tony Kaniclides - July 24, 2014 at 12:45 PM

“

I knew Dennis from the Pipers. My heart goes out to his family and friends. I hope
you find comfort in knowing what wonderful memories he has given to so many
people. Heaven has gotten not only louder but also brighter!

Lynne Cramer - July 24, 2014 at 06:21 AM

“

I knew Dennis from the Pipers. My heart goes out to his family and friends. I hope
you find comfort in knowing what wonderful memories he has given to so many
people. Heaven has gotten not only louder but also brighter!

Lynne Cramer - July 24, 2014 at 06:21 AM

“

Rest in peace in heaven my friend make them happy up there like you did for us
down here you wll not be forgotten from Roy Thut jr.

roy thut jr. - July 24, 2014 at 05:16 AM

“

I am so very grateful to have known Dennis. What a wonderful man. I am so happy
that the year my kids carved pumpkins, that they lit up his nights for awhile and made
him happy. Keep on rockin up there in heaven. Love, Natalie

Natalie Comer - July 23, 2014 at 10:58 PM

“

Sad day for all of us...
The Music will live on
& so will his VOCALS.
R.I.P. friend

Dennis Maykowski - July 23, 2014 at 01:58 PM

“

Jim and Sandy Stanton purchased the Heavenly and Harmony for the family of
Dennis Michael Sesonsky Sr..

SANDY STANTON - July 23, 2014 at 01:42 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the family. It was a sad day to learn of Dennis's
passing. Left End was a big part of my early teen life mostly at the Apartment. They
Rocked! Always had a great time! May you rest in peace Dennis! God Bless you! You
will be sadly missed!
Linda

Linda - July 23, 2014 at 01:04 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the family, my heart is heavy when I heard the
news of his passing, Left End rocked at the Idora Park for spring fling and we seen
them many times at the grist mill, he will rock in heaven GOD BLESS, Mary Kay
Cook

Mary Kay Cook - July 23, 2014 at 12:30 PM

“

I'd like to thank you for your friendship. As young fan who morphed into a friend, I will
never forget that larger than life talented character you presented to the world, and
the kindness you extended to your fans and friends. Unique, fearless, and funny. So
incredibly funny... Your incredible talent speaks for itself in the longevity and
dedication of your many multiple decade spanning fans. The Dennis "T" stage
persona was quite different than the real man. Caring, kind, sensitive, loyal. That is
how I remember you, and that fabulous sense of humor, which was the linchpin in
your personality. Thank you for the many many memories. Rock on and rest easy my
friend. Enjoy the glory and peace you so deserve. You will be missed.

My deepest condolences, love and prayers to your family members, and the band
mates and faithful sound crew who considered you family as well. <3

Tracy Paxton - July 23, 2014 at 11:15 AM

“

So very sad to hear of Dennis' passing. I remember the days at the Apartment,
listening to Left End, and always was so impressed with his amazing talent. He
brought joy and happiness to a lot of people. Sending my condolences to his family.
Rest in peace Dennis.
Sincerely,
Pam Nickell

Pam Nickell - July 23, 2014 at 11:12 AM

“

Dennis was an outstanding person who was full of love and gave everybody so much
of himself. He was like a father figure to me in my days of playing in Left End in the
eighties. I am honored to have known him and worked closely beside him. I will
always sing his praises high to one and all.
My condolences and sympathy to his family.
God Bless you Dennis...
Steve Schuffert

Steve Schuffert - July 23, 2014 at 10:44 AM

“

"Had the pleasure of working with Dennis at GM & we become good UAW Brothers. I
know that Albert & the boys will be meeting at the gate, make sure Albert makes
good contact".... Hit them straight as you always do" Till we all me again Brother
keep Rockin' N Rollin'---"

Jim Devlin - July 23, 2014 at 10:34 AM

“

Derek Stanton and Maria Kuehn purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Dennis Michael Sesonsky Sr..

Derek Stanton and Maria Kuehn - July 23, 2014 at 10:19 AM

“

Thank you and Left End for being such a part of my teen years and beyond. My
memories are fond and many. Rest in Peace. I pray for comfort for your family and
friends who have truly lost someone very special.

Pamela Mancini Kuebler - July 23, 2014 at 09:05 AM

“

Sending strength at this time of loss. His family and friends all know we lost an
original. What memories I have....as well as everyone that every met, saw or heard
him! Prayers - Kelly L Morocco

Kelly Morocco - July 23, 2014 at 07:41 AM

“

My deepest sympathy for your loss. I have been to many of Left End's shows, and
enjoyed them all ! My band had the pleasure of actually playing a show with Left
End, and I was able to have a long conversation with Dennis backstage after our set
was over ( for which he stood front , and center, and watched our performance.) He
was a very nice guy , and one of the best frontmen I have ever seen. May God bless
you all. Rest In Peace, Dennis

Joe Mazy - July 23, 2014 at 07:37 AM

“

This is a truly sad day for all of us that knew Dennis and worked with him, and a day
of peace for him, as the chains of pain from this life are removed. A giant talent and
genuine compassion rarely come in the same person as did his. Thanks for the many
years of sharing your talent and passion for music and rock and roll. Rest in Peace,
the monitors are all JBL's and loud in heaven.

RB "Mach" Machel - July 23, 2014 at 06:48 AM

“

So Sorry for the loss... May God Bless all who Love & Care for Dennis.
I had the pleasure of working with Dennis at G.M., he was a very wonderful
caring and fair human being. He had a Big heart. May God Bless his soul.
May he rest in peace.

Murray Gibbs - July 23, 2014 at 01:07 AM

“

I witnessed many shows and dennis was one of the best front men and lead singers
to grace the stage,and always made sure you saw a performance to remember each
time,god bless the family and may you rest in piece,your music lives on along with
the memories.

Rick Negrea - July 23, 2014 at 01:02 AM

“

For almost 4 years during Citations and Holy Mackerel we were inseparable. I was
like a sponge soaking up his unending array of antics week after week. Golf and fish
during the day and gig at night. Life was crazy. Pure crazy.
Because of his stage persona most people don't know that Dennis was a man's man,
loving husband and devoted father.
Nobody (local or national) provided the dynamic entertainment experience that was
Dennis Sesonsky. NOBODY
A piece of me also passed on July 21.
Rock on my brother. ($135 per week !!)
Bill Ahlswede

Bill Ahlswede - July 22, 2014 at 11:13 PM

“

Rest in peace my brother, I enjoyed watching you perform in the clubs as well as on
the course. You no longer have to deal with your earthly pains, you are in the hands
of our creator. I'll miss your daily phone calls, so I'll end this the same way I ended
your calls " see ya on the flip side-later dude"

Tom Davis - July 22, 2014 at 09:04 PM

“

My heart and prayers goes out to the family. May God bless and comfort you all in
this time of need. I wish I could have met Dennis, he sounds like a great person that I
would have enjoyed knowing.

Debbie Garr - July 22, 2014 at 07:37 PM

“

Darla,
I'm so very very sorry for your loss. Everyone was incredibly fortunate to have known
Dennis. You know we are but a phone call away for anything you could possibly
need. Our prayers are with you as God carry's you all through this difficult time. Bless
you all and know know that while he is comfortable now and in a better place we hold
you in our hearts.
Your neighbor, Tim K.

Tim Kennedy - July 22, 2014 at 05:30 PM

“

I had the privalege of Watching Dennis from the early years through the "Glory
years". He was the master of his instrument and I will always have many great
memories of hsi performances. I woould say R.I.P Dennis, But I know you will always
be rockin'.
Thanks for the meories..

Alan Wilson - July 22, 2014 at 04:23 PM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing Dennis since I was 15. I loved his music, his overwhelming
personality, and all of his talent. He will be sadly missed in my life. I still watch Left end
videos nearly every day, I didn't know he was in that shape after a;; these years., but I will
always remember him. I am so sorry for your loss, to the family and friends of a truly great
man!
Linda Girondo - July 22, 2014 at 09:39 PM

